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Church Alley Store e

Chestertown

vrivate

. 1877 2

A 19th century style and vintage store, -~ecently "restored" inside and
out and at present a beautiful neriod show pince with cgtsliﬁe and beaded
clanboard, Built on the site of "the old Sturgis house" (brick) after it
apnarently burned dowm around nid-century, it appears to Pu the secund brilding
to orcupy prop~rty since the fire, It served as a store up into the 195C's,
Today it is 2 real estate office with a rented epzrtment on the second story.
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__GOOD __RUINS X_ALTERED __MOVED DATE- .= T
__FAIR __UNEXPOSED resboration

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This bullding is located on the east corner of the intersection of Church and
Court Streets in Chestertown. It has been recently restored,

It is a 2-bay, 2i-story frame building and has a steep fron "A" roof with a 2-story
catslide, It is three bays deep. The north (left) bay contains the frmt
entrance, which has a 9-pane window in its top half and two panels below. The

south bay has a one story bay window, which was the display window when the building
was a small grocery and speciality stare, which it appears to hawe been from its
late nineteenth century beginning up into the 1950's, There are two 6/6 daible

hung sash windows on the second story with louvered shutters.

The north (left) gable end has two windows and a side entrance on the first
story, two windows at different heights on the second, and a single window
just below the peak of the gable. Only the first story windows are shuttered.
The south gable end abuts 104 Church Street, The roof is standing seam tin.

In the rear there are two abutting l-story shed additions next to one another,

The restoration involved considerable interior restructuring, installation of .
new beaded clapbeard siding on the extefior, and a coordinated paint job., The
building now serves as a real estate office on the first story and a rented
apartment on the second.

The Sanborn Insurance Map for Chestertown for 1903 shows a brick
wall on the addition ol the rear of the house and the Alley side
of the addition for that period.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC —ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION
—1400-1499 __ ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC — CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE
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—_1800-1699 XARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION —MILITARY __SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 _ART —ENGINEERING —MuUsIC —THEATER ‘
X 1800-1899 _ COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT __PHILOSOPHY — TRANSPORTATION |
—1900- _COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY __POLITICS/GOVERNMENT — OTHER (SPECIFY)
—INVENTION
1877
SPECIFIC DATES :di:ﬁi-lf?oo 2? BUILDER/ARGHITECT unknown

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

1877
As far as can be determined this building was constructed sometime between 1888
and 1900. It and 104 Church Street sit on the foundation of what was probably
the old "Sturgis House" a brick dwelling built in the late eighteenth century.
It x:xzt:sxyuxstufgﬁﬂﬁﬁf there were two other houses on the Sturgis foundation
before t his onej wki¥k the 1877 map of Chestertown ¥ugumstExxi¥xz shows two

houses where 104 and 106 stand today but their shapes do got match the present
structures.,

The owner of the property during the 1870's and 1880's was Mary (Mrs, Alonzo)
Ming, whose husband the 1877 Town Map describes as owner of a goocery and
spedétalty store. No legal reference to the Mings ever having deeded the property
to annyone has turned up yet, though local tradition has it that the building

was occupied by several successive black store-keepers mm in the 1940's and
1950's,

Its architectural significance is its handsome display of several nineteenth
century architectural features, principally the catslide roof and beaded |
siding., Though it may be more a reproduction than restoration, the quality of ‘
the workmanship is excellent throughout., It is a tasteful complement to the
Geddes-Piper house diagnonally across Chuheh “treet,mmt the buildings along
Court Street, and the Italianate Victorian Court House, which are its immediate
neighbors,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
EIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY . .

STATE COUNTY

EE]l FORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE

Robert Neill Historic Site Surveyor

ORGANIZATION DATE

____Marvland Historical Trust / Town of Chestertown March, 1976
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
CITY OR TOWN STATE

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights. .

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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K-337

Church Alley Store
106 Church Alley
Chestertown
Chestertown Quad.
Kent County
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